Newborn

Screening:
Early Detection
Saves Lives

Newborn screening identifies 22 treatable conditions that can affect
a child’'s long-term health or survival. Early detection, diagnosis, and
intervention can prevent death or disability and enable children to
reach their full potential

Newborn screening is done between 1-3 days after birth and begins when your
paediatrician orders the test. A trained sister will visit you to collect the sample, taking
a few drops of blood from your baby's heel, or in some cases drawing a small amount
from a vein to place on a special blotting card. The card is then couriered to the
National Metabolomics Platform at the North-West University for analysis. Once testing
Is complete, your paediatrician will contact you with the results.

For more information about Newborn Screening, and ; | | ‘
other services of the NMP including diagnostics, project . ‘
analyses and the biobank, contact:
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www.nationalmetabolomicsplatform.co.za 067 3617491
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