Newborn
Screening:
Early Detection
Saves Lives

Newborn screening identifies 22 treatable conditions that can
affect a child’'s long-term health or survival. Early detection,
diagnosis, and intervention can prevent death or disability
and enable children to reach their full potentiall
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C What is Newborn Screening?
Newborn screening tests newborns for specific genetic and metabolic
disorders. Without these screenings, infants are at risk of developing
severe conditions that could lead to brain damage or death.

C Why is Newborn Screening important?
These disorders might not be apparent at birth, but with early detection and
treatment many of these disorders can be managed successfully and even be
life-saving.

C The test must be done 1-3 days after birth.

C Ask your paediatrician to order the test. a:.
C A trained sister will come to you to take the test. @

C A few drops of blood will be taken from your
baby’'s heel. In some cases, instead of a heel prick, (YYYY)
blood may be drawn from the baby's vein and put
on a special blotting card.

C The card will be couriered to the Centre for Tl
Human Metabolomics at the North-West 2 ]
University where the testing will be done. —

C Your paediatrician will contact you with the result. @




